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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 



Claims 1 , 1 1 , 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

In claims 1, 24 the phrase "that is intermediate the elements and the network" is 
unclear. 

In claim 11, after the number 9, the phrase "wherein the if new code" is unclear. 
Claims 2-23, 25-31 are also rejected for incorporating the deficiencies of their 
base claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-15, 18-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Monaghan (EP 1 022 699 A2). 

As to claim 1 , Monaghan discloses a method for operating a networked group of 
elements (16a-16d) as shown in Fig.1, comprising the steps of: providing at least one of 
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the elements on a network with instructions that are located in the element (considered 
as table of addresses for each of the terminal (elements) ); and copying at least some of 
the instructions to a proxy (14) that is intermediate the elements and the network (18) 
(See abstract). 

As to claims 2-4, Monaghan discloses the instructions comprise information for 
the integration of the element into the network; and also the instructions comprise 
information for driving an interface. (See abstract; as the proxy has a table of 
addresses, one for each of the terminals (elements) of the terminal network and a two 
way communication takes place (via an interface) between the manager unit (12) and 
the terminal network (18). 

As to claim 5, Monaghan discloses that the proxy unit (14) has a table of 
addresses, one for each of the terminals (See abstract) therefore, it is considered that 
the proxy has sockets to which the elements are connected, and the proxy polls the 
sockets to determine the presence of elements that contain new information (See col. 3, 
lines 10-28). 

As to claim 6, Monaghan discloses if the proxy determines the presence of an 
element that contains new information, that new information is copied to the proxy (See 
abstract). 

As to claims 7-1 1 , 18-20, Monaghan discloses all such as the proxy interrogates 
an element to determine its device type; the proxy interrogates an element to determine 
its device iteration; the proxy interrogates an element and determines whether it 
contains new code; the proxy determines whether the code is new by comparing at 
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least a portion of it to existing code located on the proxy; if new code is found, the 
proxy copies a sub-agent from the element to the proxy (via an IP address (code) and 
TCP/IP (See col. 2, paragraph 0015-0016). 

As to claims 12-15, Monaghan discloses a sub-agent (12) as shown in Fig. 1 is 
written to execute within the proxy (14); and wherein the sub-agent does not execute 
within the element (16a-16d); further, the sub-agent contains all the code necessary 
to translate commands from the network to the element, retrieve a response from 
the element, and transmit a response back from the element to the network; and the 
sub-agent monitors the element (See abstract paragraph on the right). 

As to claims 21-23, Monaghan discloses the element (16a-16d) as discussed 
wherein the element inherently has memory sufficient to store at least two versions of 
instructions; and the instructions are provided in the form of software and inherently 
firmware (See col. 3, paragraph 0016, 0020-0022). Paragraph 0016 shows a two 
different communications protocol. 

As to claim 24, Monaghan discloses a method for managing a networked group 
of elements (16a-16d), comprising the steps of: providing the elements with instructions 
that are located in the element; and copying at least some of the instructions to a proxy 
(14) that is intermediate the elements and the network. 

As to claims 25-27, Monaghan discloses the proxy detects all of the elements on 
the network that it manages; and after detecting an element, the proxy interrogates the 
element; wherein if an element having new code (IP) is detected, the element transfers 
code from the element to the proxy (See col. 2, paragraph 0015-0016). 
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As to claim 28, Monaghan discloses a sub-agent (12) as shown in Fig. 1 
provided on the element is used by the proxy (14) to monitor the element (16a-16d). 

As to claim 29, Monaghan discloses a computer network for controlling elements 
linked via the network (18), comprising: a network proxy (14); a plurality of 
elements(16a-16d) as shown in Fig. 1 ; code located on the elements (IP protocol), the 
code enabling a network to utilize the elements (16a-16d) and executable on the 
network proxy (14). 

As to claim 30, Monaghan discloses a computer network for controlling elements 
linked via the network, comprising: a network proxy (14); Fig. 1 a plurality of elements 
(16a-16d); Fig.1 a sub-agent (12) as shown in Fig. 1 provided by the plurality of 
elements, the subagent enabling a network to utilize the elements (16a-16d). 

As to claim 31, Monaghan discloses a menu agent located on the elements (IP 
addresses) for enabling an operator to interface with the element. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



Claims 16-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Monaghan (EP 1 022 699 A2) in view of Cohn et al (US 6064723). 
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As to claims 16-17, Monaghan discloses all but fails to specifically disclose the 
sub-agent detects the presence of alarm conditions; whereupon detection of an alarm 
condition, the proxy forwards notice of an alarm condition to the network. In an 
analogous art, Cohn et al. disclose a network based communications system with proxy 
or sub-agent wherein an alarm condition is used (See col. 12, lines 56-60; col. 21, lines 
18-29). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the system of Monaghan with that of Cohn by having a sub-agent to 
detect the presence of alarm conditions in order to monitor the network. 



Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Hammond (U.S. Patent No. 6,336,1 18) discloses a framework 

within a data processing system for manipulating program objects. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gertrude Arthur-Jeanglaude whose telephone number is 
(703) 308-7564. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:30 
a.m. to 6:00 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, William Cuchlinski can be reached on (703) 308-3873. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

GAJ 

October 18, 2004 




PRIMARY EXAMINER 



